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to help homeless couple
get married.

By JEFF PARROTT
Tribune Staff Writer

SOUTH BEND - For so many years, the
joy and hope of the Christmas season had
]ejlllilded Robert Towns and Deborah McLaugh-

Rather than holding down jobs and paying -

hills, they smoked crack and marijuana and
abused alcohol.

But on Friday, the homeless couple, who
said they’ve been clean and sober for about a
year, eagerly embarked on a
new journey together when
they married at a down-
town church.

A “I feel blessed, very much

Bt favored by God,” said

Toview more  McLaughlin, 49, as she

photos, visit waited to walk down the

www.southbend Riﬁjlle at %he SW?% Hcﬁme

i ; inistry Baptist Church on

liingson South  Taylor  Street.

“Robert is a man of God.

We've both come a long way. He's a keeper,
and so am I.”

Inside the church, Towns, 52, said he was

“nervous and excited.”

| “I'm very appreciative of all the things that
people have done,” he said, before reeling off
along list of names. |

At the top of that list was Robert Miller Sr.,
the retired judge who a year ago organized a
group of homeless military veterans, “Miller’s
Vets,” as a way to build their pride and sense
of purpose. Towns is one of them, having
served in the U.S. Army from 1976 to 1980,

MclLaughlin
and Towns,
a homeless
couple,
thanked
retired
Judge
Robert L.
Miller Sr. for
buying them
these
wedding
bands at a
local pawn
shop.
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Deborah Mt;.aughiln and Robert Towns walk down the aisle after marrying

See LIFE/AS  Friday at the Sweet Home Ministry Baptist Church in South Bend.







